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GLENVIEW PARK DISTRICT 
PARK BOARD MEETING 

Convened at Park Center 
2400 Chestnut Avenue 

Glenview, IL 60025 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
June 24, 2021 

 
1. Roll Call 

President Daniel B. Peterson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the roll was called. 
 
Commissioners present: William M. Casey, David M. Dillon, Jennifer G. Roberts,  
Joseph A. Sullivan, David S. Tosh, Daniel B. Peterson 
 
Commissioners absent: Catherine M. Basic 
 
Official Staff present: Treasurer Bill Moore, Executive Director/Secretary Michael D. 
McCarty, Superintendent of Park & Facility Services James Warnstedt, Superintendent of 
Special Facilities Lori Lovell, Deputy Executive Director Katie Skibbe, Superintendent of 
Recreation and Museum Services Melissa Rimdzius Marsh, and Executive Assistant/ 
Recording Secretary Joanne Capaccio 
 
Official Staff absent: None  
 

2. Consideration to allow Commissioners to participate in the May 27, 2021 Park Board 
Meeting by electronic means  
No Commissioner attended remotely. 
 

3. A Moment of Silence was observed 
President Dan Peterson reflected on how we may finally be coming out of these challenging 
times with the Pandemic. He noted it was a good time to remember all of those family, 
friends and coworkers we lost and to be hopeful for better times to come. 
 

4. Meeting Minutes 
a. Accepted the May 18, 2021 Recreation, Swimming Pools and Museums & 

Historical  Preservation Committee minutes 
b. Approved the May 27, 2021 Regular Park Board and Reconvened Park Board 

meeting minutes 
Commissioner Roberts moved seconded by Commissioner Casey to accept the May 18, 
2021 Recreation, Swimming Pools and Museums & Historical  Preservation Committee 
minutes and approve the May 27, 2021 Regular Park Board and Reconvened Park 
Board meeting minutes. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Casey, Dillon, Roberts, Sullivan, Tosh, 
Peterson. Nays: None. Motion Carried. (Copy of minutes filed herewith.) 
 

5. Officers’ Reports 
a. President  

President Peterson went over the procedures for the public to address the Board.  
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b. Treasurer  
The District’s financial reports were included in the board packet; therefore, a verbal 
report was not given and the Board had no questions related to the monthly finances. 
 

c. Attorney 
No Report 

 
d. Secretary/Executive Director 

Executive Director Mike McCarty thanked all the staff that worked on the two annual 
Glenview Park Foundation (GPF) events this past weekend: The Firecracker Classic Golf 
Outing and the 3v3 Soccerfest which had 82 teams participating. He noted both were 
hugely successful making this year’s fund-raising efforts for The Firecracker Classic one 
of its best.   
i) Independence Day Events Update 

Superintendent of Recreation and Museums Services, Melissa Rimdzius Marsh, 
reported that the District will be celebrating July 4th all weekend long beginning with 
a bike parade in Gallery Park on July 3, followed by the Reverse Parade and Twilight 
Show on July 4. The children’s bike parade will begin at 9:00a.m. at the central oval 
in Gallery Park. The children can decorate their bikes and enjoy riding in the parade 
with patriotic music provided by Bach to Rock and have an opportunity to purchase 
shaved ice from the Kona Ice truck and enjoy a bubble show. The Reverse Parade 
will begin at noon on July 4th at Community Park West and run till 2:00p.m. People 
can sign up for 15-minute time slots to drive past the floats. Tickets are free. There 
will be 33 community floats and several bands. Finally, the Twilight Fireworks Show 
on July 4 will feature a DJ Dance Party from 5:30-9:00p.m. and the 26-minute 
Fireworks will begin at approximately 9:15p.m. and be synchronized to music. 
Superintendent Marsh expressed her appreciation to Glenview State Band and Busey 
Bank for their $25,000 sponsorship that provided for the sound and music at the 
fireworks show.  
 
Commissioner Bill Casey asked if registration was needed for the children’s bike 
parade and if the Fourth of July Committee was able to fundraise at all for this year’s 
events or did we need the donation to be able to have music for the show.  
 
Superintendent Marsh noted the children’s parade is open to all and no registration is 
needed. She also explained that the donation was just for the music and sound system  
for the fireworks show and not to help pay for the fireworks. The Fourth of July 
Committee was not able to fundraise for the fireworks show either in 2020 or in 2021 
due to the challenges presented during the COVID lock down  
 

ii) Phase 5 of the Reopening Illinois Plan Update 
Deputy Executive Director Katie Skibbe expressed how excited the District is to 
finally be in Phase 5, which marks over 455 days since the district first closed in 
March of 2020 due to COVID. This phase allows us to have events, programs and 
facilities operate at full capacity; including spectators for programming. Our lobbies 
are open again and the barriers and one-way signage have been removed. However, 
we are continuing to encourage social distancing, enhanced cleaning of common 
areas and to provide hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes and signage regarding COVID 
awareness. Deputy Skibbe acknowledged that all vaccinated persons can now remove 
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masks both indoors and outdoors except staff who work with children up to 11 years 
old, will continue to wear masks indoors regardless of their vaccination status. All 
business areas of the District are exceeding budget and prior year revenue projections. 
She expressed how exciting it is to see revenues increase as people begin to come 
back to the Park District and enjoy all that we have to offer. 
 
Commissioner Jen Roberts asked if staff is continuing with the higher-grade filters 
that were installed during COVID. Superintendent of Park & Facility Services Jim 
Warnstedt explained that certain areas of facilities will continue to use those filters. 
  

6. Public Comments 
None 
 

7. Approved Accounts Payable 
Commissioner Casey moved seconded by Commissioner Sullivan to approve payroll and 
accounts payable for the month of May, 2021, in the amount of $1,922,850.39. Roll Call 
Vote: Ayes: Dillon, Roberts, Sullivan, Tosh, Casey, Peterson. Nays: None. Motion Carried. 

 
8. Committees Reports and Recommendations 

a. Finance and Administrative Operations/Marketing Committee  
i) Budget and Appropriations (BAO)Timeline 

Deputy Executive Director Katie Skibbe noted that the BAO timeline was included in 
the Board packet and if any Commissioner had questions, to let her know. 
 

ii) Preliminary Budget and Appropriations Ordinance(BAO) 
Deputy Executive Director Katie Skibbe noted that the preliminary BAO has been 
completed and as required, has been available for public inspection at the 
Administration office beginning June 22, 2021 and has also been posted on the 
District’s website. She explained that the District is required to make the preliminary 
BAO available for inspection for at least 30 days prior to the public hearing and 
official action by the Board. The public hearing will take place immediately 
preceding the July Board meeting, after which the Board will consider the BAO for 
approval at the regular July Board meeting. Deputy Skibbe also explained that the 
BAO is the legal maximum that can be spent in any line item. She confirmed that no 
action was needed at this time. 
 

iii) Approved Ordinance 2021-07: Budget and Appropriations Transfer 
Deputy Executive Director Katie Skibbe explained that this Transfer  Ordinance is 
presented annually to the Park Board and is a housekeeping item. Each year, the 
District prepares a Budget and Appropriation Ordinance which sets the legal 
maximum amount that can be spent provided funds are available. There may be 
instances in which spending in a particular line item exceeds the amount appropriated 
for that item. In that case, the Board has the authority to transfer unexpended funds 
from another line item to cover the shortage. The Transfer Ordinance is the vehicle 
for re-allocating appropriated funds from one-line item to another. 
 
Commissioner Casey moved seconded by Commissioner Dillon to approve 
Ordinance 2021-07: Budget and Appropriations Transfer to provide for 
supplementary transfers of sums of money appropriated for Corporate, Bond & 
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Interest and Museum fund objects and purposes in Ordinance No. 2020-12 for the 
fiscal year commencing May 1, 2020 and ending April 30, 2021. Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes: Roberts, Sullivan, Tosh, Casey, Dillon, Peterson. Nays: None. Motion Carried. 

 
iv) Update: Unconscious Bias Training 

Deputy Executive Director Skibbe noted that Tracey Crawford and Oralethea 
Davenport from the Illinois Park and Recreation Association’s Diversity Leadership 
Task Force were present at the Committee to provide training on unconscious bias. 
This training is part of the District’s ongoing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion efforts. 
Additionally, the Committee met again to continue this discussion, review the 
District’s marketing efforts related to diversity and inclusion, and discuss next steps. 
 
President Peterson felt both Tracey Crawford and Oralethea Davenport did a great job 
presenting this training to the Committee.  
 
Commissioner Jen Roberts thanked the Board and staff for meeting again the week 
after this Committee met to continue the discussion on diversity and inclusion. 
 
Commissioner Joe Sullivan agreed with the great job both presenters did and believes 
it was the best training on this subject that he has ever attended. 
 

v) Committee Update 
No Report 
 

b. Recreation, Swimming Pools and Museums & Historical Preservation 
i) Authorized and Directed the Executive Director to Execute a Resolution of 

Authorization in Furtherance of an Application for a Public Museum Grant on behalf 
of the Park District for the Second Phase of The Grove’s Interpretive Center Project 

 
Superintendent of Recreation and Museum Services Melissa Rimdzius Marsh noted 
that The Grove is seeking support to pursue a 2021 Public Museum Capital rant 
through the Illinois Department of Natural Resources for Phase 2 of the Interpretive 
Center exhibits. She explained that the proposed exhibits will continue the story of 
Robert Kennicott after he mysteriously passed away at a young age, focusing on his 
amazing 19,500-mile journey home to The Grove. The preliminary cost estimate for 
the project is $375,000. Due to the Grove’s annual visitation numbers, the project 
would be fully funded by the Public Museum Capital Grant. The Grove Heritage 
Association has also generously committed to contribute up to $5,000 in support of 
the project. Matching funds from the Park District would not be required for this 
project; however, the Park District must certify that it has 100% of the funds 
necessary to complete the project within the two-year timeframe that will be 
established in the grant application. Therefore, she noted Staff is recommending the 
Park Board authorize and direct the Executive Director to execute a Resolution of 
Authorization in furtherance of an application for a Public Museum Capital Grant on 
behalf the Park District. 
 
Commissioner Dave Tosh was amazed at how long it took, a 19,500-mile journey, to 
get Robert Kennicott’s body returned back home to The Grove. Director of The 
Grove, Lorin Ottlinger ,explained that it took 261 days to bring Kennicotts body back 
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from the Yukon to The Grove by way of steamer ships, canoes, trains, and carriages. 
Lorin also explained that once the Robert Kennicott exhibit comes off exhibit this 
summer at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC, we will be making a 
replica of Kennicott’s skeleton for an upright case that will be displayed in the 
Science Room at The Grove. Lorin noted, visitors to the Science Room will be asked 
to wear the hat of a forensic scientist and examine different animal bones and skulls 
that will be on display with Robert Kennicott’s skeleton being the focal point. The 
findings of his autopsy, which took years for Smithsonian scientists to complete, will 
be featured on his skeleton and will also give us a window into how he lived and died. 
 
Executive Director Michael McCarty explained that this Public Museum Capital 
Grant, unlike the OSLAD (Open Space Land Acquisition and Development) grants 
that require the District to match the grant funding, will fully fund Phase 2 of the 
Interpretive Center exhibits. 
 
Commissioner Tosh moved seconded by Commissioner Sullivan to authorize and 
direct the Executive Director to execute a Resolution of Authorization in furtherance 
of an application for a Public Museum Grant on behalf of the Park District for the 
second phase of The Grove’s Interpretive Center Project. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: 
Sullivan, Tosh, Casey, Dillon, Roberts, Peterson. Nays: None. Motion Carried. 
 

ii) Committee Update 
No Report 

 
9. Matters from Commissioners 

Commissioner Jen Roberts thanked the Glenview Park Foundation (GPF) for expanding their 
support of the District’s Leisureship program. She explained that the Foundation normally 
donates 10% of their net operating income, capped at $10,000, but in 2020, they donated 
$63,825. She thought that was amazing and showed the community stepping up in a beautiful 
way. Commissioner Roberts also wanted to acknowledge that June is Pride Month which 
commemorates the Stonewall Riots of 1969 and also celebrates the LGBTQ community. She 
acknowledged that many municipalities across Illinois have been flying the Pride Flag to 
acknowledge Pride Month, as the Glenview Public Library has done; however, celebrating 
Pride can be controversial for some people. But, Commissioner Roberts feels it is a matter of 
public health and community since many LGBTQ people experience a higher rate of bias and 
discrimination than their heterosexual peers which can affect their rights to housing, bank 
loans, adoption, medical care, health insurance and even the ability to purchase from certain 
businesses. She noted it took until 2020 for the Supreme Court to rule that an employer 
cannot fire someone for being gay. Also, what she finds really troubling are studies that find 
LGBTQ youth are more than twice as likely to have attempted suicide than their heterosexual 
peers. Commissioner Roberts reminded everyone of the Park District’s stated Vision: A 
community in which everyone enjoys happiness, health and an appreciation for the environment 
on a daily basis. She feels one way we can contribute to the health and happiness of our 
community is to speak up for our LGBTQ community; since they are taxpayers, kids, adults and 
they are vulnerable. She is happy the Board has been addressing policies regarding 
inclusiveness in employment and programming and has begun diversity, equity and inclusion 
training. Commissioner Roberts also wanted to thank the District’s marketing team for creating 
a beautiful Pride post which tied in the Park District to the Pride celebration. She noted it was 
very well received by the community. She also believes that silence is not enough and can be 
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viewed as hostility to a vulnerable community; however, through the District’s Mission and 
Vision and continued Social Media engagement, the Park District can say to those most 
vulnerable that we welcome you and will speak up for all.   
 
Commissioner Dave Tosh commended Joe Pollina and Jill Bruns for the wonderful job they 
did coordinating the 3v3 Soccer Tournament and the 82 teams that participated. He noted it 
was well received by the parents and the kids had a great time. He also commended Ann 
Marie Shipstad for all her efforts coordinating the Concerts in the Park this summer.    
 
Commissioner Joe Sullivan expressed how nice it was to be back together again as a group. 
He too was struck by the generosity of the Glenview Park Foundation towards the 
Leisureship program and how they stepped up during these challenging times. He noted what 
a wonderful gesture it truly was. 
 
Commissioner Bill Casey recalled how President Peterson kindly acknowledged and thanked 
the Glenview Park Foundation members at the Firecracker Classic for their $63,825 
donation. Commissioner Casey also wanted to thank staff for all their hard work on the golf 
outing and 3v3 Soccer tournament. He was also pleased to learn that Youth Services has a 
person who exclusively assists LGBTQ youths in our community. Lastly, Commissioner 
Casey happily announced that Olivia Smoliga, who swam in the District’s GTAC swim 
program and went on to win State Championships and a Gold Medal at the Olympics in 
2016, has made the Olympic Team once again! He congratulated her on all her 
accomplishments.  
 
President Peterson also commended the generosity of the Glenview Park Foundation and 
asked if the District had a sense of what the need was of the Leisureship program and if so, if 
we could fund that need? President Peterson asked if we had a quantified number so we 
could aim to fund that amount? 
 
Superintendent Warnstedt explained that the need has been greater lately due to the 
Pandemic and that greater level of need will probably continue. He noted the District has 
assisted and supported Youth Services families through the Leisureship Program this past 
year and will continue to reach out to them to see what their needs are. He noted most of the 
funding provided by the GPF this summer went to the CampRec program which helped 
working parents to have a safe place for their children to continue their schooling remotely. 
 
Executive Director Michael McCarty explained that the Park District does not turn any child 
away who qualifies for its Leisureship Program regardless of the amount of donations it 
receives for the program. The District budgets to absorb any additional costs. McCarty said 
staff could pull together some financial data on the program to show what costs are covered 
and what we absorb on an annual basis.  
 

10. Correspondence  
None 
 

11. @Adjourn to Executive Session—Pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2 et seq. possible topics (c6) 
Land Acquisition/Lease 
Commissioner Casey moved seconded by Commissioner Dillon to adjourn and move to 
Executive Session Pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2 et seq. at 7:30 p.m. to discuss (c6) Land 
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Acquisition/Lease. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Tosh, Casey, Dillon, Roberts, Sullivan, Peterson. 
Nays: None. Motion Carried. 

 
Commissioner Casey moved seconded by Commissioner Tosh to return to Open Session at 
7:47 p.m. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Casey, Dillon, Roberts, Sullivan, Tosh, Peterson. Nays: 
None. Motion Carried. 

 
12. @Action on items that were discussed in Executive Session, if any 

None 
   
13. Adjourn 

Commissioner Casey moved seconded by Commissioner Sullivan to adjourn the Open 
Session at 7:47 p.m. On Voice Vote; all present voted Aye. Motion Carried. 

 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________   ____________________________ 
Daniel B. Peterson, President    Michael D. McCarty, Secretary 
 
Approved this 22nd day of July, 2021 

 


